
Q.CharacterAnalysisof Claggart

Ans-Novelist,shortstorywriter,andpoetHermanMelvilleisbestknownforhisnovelsofthesea,
especially Moby-Dickand BillyBudd. Thoughhispoetryisreadlessfrequently,criticsarguethat
ittoo ishistorically significant,thematically complex,and highly crafted.IfBilly isthe
representativeofgood,atonewiththeuniverse,Claggartistheepitomeofevilandresideson
theperiphery oforder.TheserpentinBilly'sEden,Claggartservesasbothtempterand
destroyer.Melville'scomparisonsofClaggarttoTecumseh,theShawnee,treacherousenemyof
theEnglishcolonists,toTitusOates,diabolicalplotteragainstCharlesII,and toAnanias,
shamelessliarstruckdeadbyGod,clearlyandconciselysumuphisevilnature.
MelvilleusesmorephysicaldescriptioninoutliningthischaracterthanheusedinthatofBillyor
CaptainVere.Claggartisinhismidthirties,somewhatthinandtall.Hissmallandshapelyhands
attesttolightlabor.Hismostnotablefeaturesareacleanlychiseledchinandcunningviolet
eyes,whichcutintolessersailorswithaschoolmarmishglare.Asstrollingdisciplinarian,he
sportsarattanassymbolofhispolicerole.Hiscurlyblackhaircontrastswithpallidskinthat
resemblesmarble.Altogether,theeffectsuggestsanemiaorsomeotherbodilyabnormality.As
heaccusesBillyofsedition,thecontrastheightensasClaggart'seyesshiftinintensityfromlight
toamuddypurpleandresembleamenacingreptileorfish.

Claggarttakesa satanicrolein thathetemptsBilly to committhesin ofrebellion.He
deliberatelymovesintocloserangeandfixesBillywithacalculatedstare.Claggartisoften
connectedwithserpents,asinthemomentsafterhisdeathwhenhisbodysagsinthecaptain's
handslikethecoilsofadeadsnake.ThefactthatMelvilleleavesClaggart'sbackgrounda
mysteryreinforcestheideathatthemaster-at-armsrepresentsalurking,mesmerizingevil.


