
Q.HowdoesCullerexplaintheroleofareaderinliterarytheory?
Ans-------JonathanCullerisClassof1916Professorof English and ComparativeLiterature at
Cornell University. His published works are in the fields of structuralism, literary
theory and criticism.Cullerbelievesthatthelinguistic-structuralistmodelcanhelp"formulate
therulesofparticularsystemsofconventionratherthansimplyaffirmtheirexistence."Heposits
languageandhumancultureassimilar.
In StructuralistPoetics Cullerwarnsagainstapplyingthetechniqueoflinguisticsdirectlyto
literature.Rather,the"'grammar'ofliterature.
Cullerproposesthatweuseliterarytheorynottotrytounderstand a textbutratherto
investigatetheactivityofinterpretation.Inseveralofhisworks,hespeaksofareaderwhois
particularly"competent."Inordertounderstandhowwemakesenseofatext,Culleridentifies
commonelementsthatdifferentreaderstreatdifferentlyindifferenttexts.Hesuggeststhereare
twoclassesofreaders,"thereadersasfieldofexperienceforthecritic(himselfareader)"and
thefuturereaderswhowillbenefitfrom theworkthecriticandpreviousreadershavedone.
Culleropinesthatwhenthe readeris abletoidentifywithacharacterorcircumstances,she/he
willwanttoseethestorytoitsconclusion.
Toconclude,JonathanCuller,anextremelylucidcommentatorandmuchadmiredinthefield
of literary theory,offersdiscerning insightsintotheroleofreaderinliterary theory,and
whether literature isaformofself-expressionoramethodofappealtoanaudience.


