
Q.MakeanassessmentofthecontributionsofDerridaandFoucaulttowardsthedevelopment
ofPoststructuralism.
Answer:-
Post-structuralismisabodyofworkthatfollowedinthewakeof
structuralism,andsoughttounderstandaworldirrevocablydissectedintoparts
ofsystems,asin deconstruction.Post-structuralistsare mostclearly distinctfrom their
structuralist
predecessorsduetotheirrejectionofstructuralism'sreductivistmethodology.Instead,they
pursueaninfiniteplayofsignifiersandthesignified.
DerridaandPoststructuralism:----

Poststructuralismevolvedinthelate1960sasacritiqueofstructuralist
theory.Thebasisofpoststructuralisttheoriesliesinthebeliefoftheinadequacy
oflanguage.JacquesDerrida'stheoryofdifferenceproposedthatmeaningis
inherentlyunstableduetotheplayofsignswithinlanguage.Thisisbecausethata
signifierandasignifiedexistwithinlanguage,whichprovidesthemeaningofthe
wordorphrase.Atitsmostbasiclevel,thesignifiermaybethelettersF-I-S-H,
whichprovidethereaderwiththesignified,thewordFISH,whichinturn
providesamentalimageoffish.Howeverthereader'simageoffishmayvary
fromalivegoldfishorsharktoafreshlycaughttroutorrowsofJohnDoryina
fishmonger'swindow.Thus,theinterpretationthatthereaderlendstothe
signifierswithinthetextisbaseduponthereader'sexperiences.Theseexperiences
maybederivedfrompriorknowledge,whichthereaderhaspreviouslyattained
whetheritisfromabook,film,televisionorwhatever.Thus,inter-textualityis
viewedbythepost-structuralistasessentialtotheinterpretationofthetext,andas
suchexistsasstrengthratherthanaweakness.
Deconstruction,basedontheworkofDerridaaimstoshowthatanyand
everytextinevitablyunderminesitsownclaimstodetermineadefinitemeaning.
Thus,thelackofmeaningsabotagesanyattemptstoformadefiniteconclusion

withinatext.Thisraisestheconceptofthelackofclosurewithinthetext.Thisin
turnemphasizedtheroleofthereaderintheprocessofdeterminingmeaningin
text,whichledRolandBarthestoproposethefourmainpointsthatcompriseThe

DeathoftheAuthor(1968).
JacquesDerrida(1930)usedSaussure'sinsightstodevelop
Deconstruction,aperspectivethatfocusesonthelackofatruth"outthere"orat
thecentretoprovidemeaning.Heshowedhowall-westernphilosophicalsystems
aredependentonacentre(God,theself,theunconscious).Butstructuralismhad
shownthatthecentreisafiction,merelyanothersignifiedthathasnobeing
beyondlanguage.Furthermore,Derridafocusedonthebinarypairsthatmake
meaning,arguingthatratherthanbeingpolaropposites,eachwasdependenton
theotherformeaningandexistence.Healsoshowedhowinallbinaries,oneoftheterms
wasalwayssubordinatedtotheother(man/woman,good/evil).Todescribehow
meaningisproduced,Derridadevelopedthetermdifférance,meaningtodiffer
andtodefer.Hefocusedinparticularonthebinaryspeech/writing,inwhichspeech
hasbeenseentoprovideaguaranteeofsubjectivityandpresenceinthehistoryof
philosophyandlinguistics(someonehastodothespeaking).
Likeotherpoststructuralistthinkers,Foucaultispost-
structuralistinhisinsistencethatthereisnogreatcausalfloworplanor
evolutionofhistory thatwhathappensismainly by chance. InFoucault'sterms,the
productionofdiscourse,thewayweknow ourworld,iscontrolled,selected,organizedand
distributedbyacertainnumberofprocedures.Discourseisregulatedbyrulesof
exclusion,byinternalsystemsofcontrolanddelineation,byconditions
underwhichdiscoursescanbeemployed,andbyphilosophicalthemes,
whichelidetherealityofdiscourse--thethemesofthefoundingsubject,
originatingexperience,anduniversalmediation.Discoursesaremultiple,
discontinuous,originatinganddisappearingthroughchance;theydonot
hidethetruthbutconstituteitstemporaryface.



Foucaultagreedthatlanguageandsocietywereshapedbyrule-governed
systems,buthedisagreedwiththestructuralistsfromtwopoints.Firstly,hedid
notthinkthatthereweredefinitefundamentalstructuresthatcouldexplainthe
humanconditionandsecondlyhethoughtthatitwasimpossibletostepoutsideof
discourseandsurveythesituationobjectively.
Thusitisobservedfrom theabovediscussionthatPoststructuralism canbethoughtofasthe
attempttofreethepowerful
ideaofastructureorsystemfromsotightlycontrolledagrid.Likethegreat
structuralists,poststructuralistsalsousethemodeloflanguageasametaphorof
structure,onlytheyseemmore"honest"tothedicierimplicationsofthat
metaphor.JacquesDerrida,aphilosopherwhoabsorbedtheliterary,ideological,and
psychoanalytictributariesofmid-centuryFrenchthoughtandrereadthe
historyofphilosophyaccordingly.Hepainteda
pictureofanthropology,philosophy,andcultureingeneraloverthelonghaul
sincetheGreeksthathisaudiencewasunpreparedfor,andthataltered
decisivelyhow onecouldthinkaboutcultureandindividuals.Foucault,theeminentscholar
illustrateshowcarryingoutpunishmentisstillbarbaric—andfurtherentrenchedininstitutionsof
knowledgeandpowerorconverselyscandalandlight.Accordingto him,power isbasedon
knowledgeandmakesuseofknowledge;ontheotherhand, powerreproducesknowledgeby
shapingitinaccordancewithitsanonymousintentions. Power (re-)createsitsownfieldsof
exercisethroughknowledge.
Whateverbethedifferencesofopinions,itcan'tbedeniedthatalmostball post-structuralists
including Foucault found theirinspirations in the philosophy ofNietzsche.Nietzsche wasa
Germanphilosopher,culturalcritic,composer,poetandphilologistwhoseworkhasexerteda
profoundinfluenceonmodernintellectualhistory.Hebeganhiscareerasaclassicalphilologist
beforeturningtophilosophy.Hisphilosophyofthe"will to power"isthemostbasichumandrive.
Hethought thatthiswill to powerisacreativeforceandthathumanbeingswillprogre
sto anewlevelofbeing.


