
Q.The storyoftheFifthLabor:TheAugeanStables.Analysis.
Answer----.TheTwelveLaboursofHeraclesorHerculesareaseriesofepisodesconcerninga
penancecarriedoutbyHeracles,thegreatestoftheGreekheroes,whosenamewaslater
romanisedasHercules.TheywereaccomplishedattheserviceofKingEurystheus.Theepisodes
werelaterconnectedbyacontinuousnarrative. 
Asthefifthlabor,HeracleswasaskedtocleanthestablesofAugeiasallbyhimselfwithina
singleday.Theysaythatthesestableshadnotbeencleanedforoverthirtyyears. 
AugeaswasakingofElis,insouthernGreece.Hisfather,theSun-god Helio's,endowedhim with
manyherds,butunfortunatelythereweretoomanyherdsinthecattleandthedungwas
threateningthecitywithdiseases. 
SoHeracleswentuptothekingandofferedtoremovethewasteifonlyhewasgiventhetenthof
hiscattle.Augeasgavehisword. 
Theherocompletedthetaskveryfastthankstothefollowingtechnique:hemadeabreachin
thefoundationsofthewallthatsurroundedtheyard.Thenhedivertedthecoursesoftworivers
thatflowednearby,AlpheiosandPeneios,channelizingthewaterintotheyard.
ButwhenAugeasfoundoutthatHeraclesactedonbehalfofEurystheus,herefusedtopaythe
reward,claimingthathehadnevermadeanypromise.Sothematterhadtobetakentocourt,
wherePhyleus,thesonofAugeas,testifiedagainsthisfather.Hearingthis,Augeasgotsoangry
thathechasedbothHeraclesandhissonawayfromhiskingdom. 
Lateron,Heraclestookrevenge.Hereturnedtothecitywithanarmy,conqueredthecityand
finallykilledAugeasandplacedhissonPhyleusonthethrone.
However,backinMycenae,Eurystheusdecidednottotakethelaborintoconsideration,because
Heracleswaspaidfordoingthetask.


