
Q.Bringoutthemythicalsignificanceofthestory'PomegranateSeeds'
Ans:NathanielHawthornewasanAmericannovelist,darkromantic,andshortstorywriter.His
worksoften focuson history,morality,and religion.He isseen asa key figure in the
developmentofAmericanliteratureforhistalesofthenation'scolonialhistory.
OncetherewasabeautifulyounggirlcalledPersephone.HermotherwasDemeter,theGoddess
ofthegrowingthings.Demeterandherdaughterlivedinaworldwhereitwasalwayssummer.
Greenthingswerealwaysbloomingandthesunshonewarmandsweet.
Onedaywhileshewasoutwithherfriends,Persephonefeltatremblingbeneathherfeatand
heardarumbling.ThegroundsplitopenandHades,Godoftheunderworld,appeareddrivinga
chariot.HesnatchedPersephoneandtookherbackintotheearthwithhim.Thegroundclosed
upagainwithahugeroarandallthatwasleftofPersephonewasabunchofflowersonthe
ground.
Demetersearchedeverywhere,butshecouldnotfindherdaughter.Fordaysanddaysshe
lookedforPersephone.Hergriefwassogreatthattheearthbegantogrowcoldandallthe
greenthingsdied.Therewasnofood,andaterriblehungercametothepeople.
Intheunderworld,meanwhile,PersephonecametoseethatHadeswasn’tasscaryasshefirst
thought.Hehadbeensolonelyintheunderworld,hetoldherofhislongingtokeepherthere
withhim.
Persephonemissedhermotherandthebrightworldaboveground.ButhernewstatusasQueen
oftheunderworldandherloveforHadesgaveherreasontostaywithhim.Shebelievedthatshe
hadimportantworktododeepundertheground.
Persephoneknewthatifsheateordrankanythingintheunderworld,shewouldhavetostay
thereforever.EventhoughHadesbeggedhertoohavejustasip,oronebiteoffood,shedidn’t’.
DemeterhadfinallylearnedwherePersephonewas.Sheinsistedthatshebereturnedtoher.
HadessadlyhitchedhishorsestohischariotandpreparedtotakePersephoneback.Butbefore
theyleft,heofferedPersephoneonelastthingtoeat–aripe,bloodredpomegranate.Looking
himintheeye,Persephonetooksixseedsandatethem.
Theywentbackaboveground,upthroughacrackintheearth.Persephonethrewherselfinto
hermothersarms,joyoustobereunited.Theearthagaingrewrichwithflowersandthesun
shoneoncemore.
Thus,IntheGreekmythofPersephone'sabductionbyHades,lordoftheunderworld,the
pomegranaterepresentslife,regeneration,andmarriage.Byeatingafewpomegranateseeds,
PersephonetiedherselftoHades—thepomegranatebeinga symboloftheindissolubilityof
marriage.


