
Q.ImpersonalityofPoetry

Ans:AccordingtoEliot,theartistmustcontinuallysurrenderhimselftosomethingwhichismore
valuablethanhimself,i.e.theliterarytradition.Hemustallowhispoeticsensibilitytobeshaped
andmodifiedbythepast.Hemustcontinuetoacquirethesenseoftraditionthroughouthis
career.Inthebeginning,hisself,hisindividuality,mayassertitself,butashispowersmature
theremustbegreaterandgreaterextinctionofpersonality.Hemustacquiregreaterandgreater
objectivity.Agoodpoem,hemustrealize, isalivingwholeofallthepoetrythathaseverbeen
written.Henceapoetmustbe absorbedinacquiringasenseoftraditionandexpressingitinhis
poetry.AsEliotsays,“theprogressoftheartistisacontinualself-sacrifice,acontinualextinction
ofpersonality”. Inotherwords,thepoet’semotionsandpassionsmustbedepersonalized;he
mustbeasimpersonalandobjectiveasascientist.

Eliotcomparesthemindofthepoettoacatalystandtheprocessofpoeticcreationtothe
processofachemicalreaction.Whenapieceofplatinum isintroducedintoavapourchamber
containingoxygenandsulphurdioxide,thetwocombinetoformsulphuricacid,buttheplatinum
remainsunchanged.Thepoet’smindisthisplatinum,thecatalyticagent.Theemotionsand
feelingsaresulphurand oxygen.Thepoet’smind isnecessary fornew combinationsof
emotionsandexperiencestotakeplace,butititselfdoesnotundergoanychangeduringthe
processofpoeticcombination.Thepersonalityofthepoetdoesnotfindexpressioninhispoetry.
Themoreperfecttheartist,themorecompletelyseparateinhim “willbethemanwhosuffers
andthemindwhichcreates.”Thereshouldbeanextinctionofhispersonality.“Poetryisnota
turninglooseofemotion,butanescapefrom emotion;itisnottheexpressionofpersonality,but
anescapefrom personality.”Thisimpersonalitycanbeachievedonlywhenthepoetacquiresa
senseoftradition,thehistoricsense,whichmakeshim conscious,notonlyofthepresent,but
alsoofthepastanditspresence.


