
Q.Objectivecorrelative

Ans:TSEliot usedthisphrasetodescribe“asetofobjects,asituation,achainofeventswhich
shallbetheformulaofthat particular emotion”thatthepoetfeelsandhopestoevokeinthe
reader(Hamlet, 1919).Theremustbeapositiveconnectionbetweentheemotionthepoetistrying
toexpressandtheobject,image,orsituationinthepoem thathelpstoconveythatemotionto
the reader.Eliotthusdetermined that Shakespeare's play Hamlet wasan “artistic failure”
becauseHamlet’sintenseemotionsoverwhelmedtheauthor’sattemptstoexpressthemthrough
anobjectivecorrelative.Inotherwords,EliotfeltthatShakespearewasunabletoprovokethe
audienceto feel asPrinceHamletdidthroughimages,actions,andcharacters,andinsteadonly
inadequately described hisemotionalstatethroughtheplay’sdialogue.Eliot’stheoryofthe
objectivecorrelativeiscloselyrelatedtothe Imagist movement.

Infine,Thetheoryofthe ‘objectivecorrelative’isundoubtedlyoneofthemostimportant
criticalconceptsofT.S.Eliot.Itexertedatremendousinfluenceofthecriticaltemperoftwentieth
century.WhatEliotmayhavehadinmindwasthattheemotionsofpoetryshouldbeprovided
withmotives,orthattheresponsesofthepoetsshouldberesponsestoadefinedsituation.


