
Q.ACritiqueofTheoryofEliot'sDissociationofSensibility.
Ans:Eliot’stheoryofthe‘dissociationofsensibility’maybesaidtobeanattempttofindsome
kindofhistoricalexplanationtothedissolutionofthetraditionofunifiedsensibilitywhichfound
itsperfectioninthewritingsofDanteandShakespeare.Theunifiedsensibilitywasasensibility
whichwastheproductofatruesynthesisoftheindividualwiththetraditional,offeelingwith
thoughtandofthetemporalwiththeeternal.

Althoughthetheoryofthe‘dissociationofsensibility’cannotclaimtobeanoriginalconcept,its
importanceisbeyondquestion,anditsinfluencehasbeenabidingforitwasEliotwhoforthe
firsttimefoundaconvincingexpressionandidiom tothewidespreadbeliefofasplitinthe
personalitynotonlyoftheartistbutalsoinmodernmenandwomen.
Theirdoctrine,likeallhisothercriticalconcepts,hasitsownlimitationsandalsoitsproperfield
ofapplication.Althoughthetheoryofthe‘dissociationofsensibility’isgenerallyapplicableto
metaphysicalpoetry,itisnottrueofallthepoemsofthemetaphysicalpoets.Mr.Leishman,for
example,in TheMonarchofWit saysthattheconceptofthe‘dissociationofsensibility’cannot
beappliedtoallthepoemsofJohnDonne.Eliothimself,asLeishmangoesontoexplain,
discovered ‘a fissureofthoughtand sensibility’inJohnDonnewhichmeansthat“inthe
terminologyof1921,Donne’ssensibilitywasdissociated.Similarlyithasbeenpointedoutbya
largenumberofcriticsthatalthoughthedoctrineofthe‘dissociationofsensibility’canbe
justifiedwithreferencetosomeofthepoemsofthemetaphysicalpoets,ithasbeenunduly
extendedtotheElizabethandramatists.
By‘sensibility’Eliotdoesnotmerelymeanfeelingorthecapacitytoreceivesenseimpression.He
meansmuchmorethanthat.By‘sensibility’hemeansasyntheticfaculty,afacultywhichcan
amalgamateandunitethoughtandfeeling,whichcanfuseintoasinglewholethevariedand
disparate,oftenoppositeandcontradictoryexperiences,thesensuousandtheintellectual.
Thesecondcriticism thatiscommonlylevelledagainstEliot’sappraisalofthemetaphysicalsis
thatalthoughthemetaphysicalpoetsreceivedhighpraisefrom Eliot,inactualpracticehis
creative and criticalwork has very little ofmetaphysicalquality.In his poems such
as The WasteLand,TheHollow Men andFourQuartets, themetaphysicalqualityofhisearlier
verseseemstohavealmostdisappeared.Mr.Duncanin TheRevivalofMetaphysicalPoets even
doubtsthemetaphysicalqualityofhisearlierverse.
Butinspiteofallthesecriticisms,Eliot’stheoryofthe‘dissociationofsensibility’isundoubtedly
oneofhismostsignificantcontributionstocriticalanalysisisandjudgment,foritexerteda
tremendousinfluenceoverthecreativeandcriticaltalentsofhiscontemporariessothatthe
poetsbecameconsciousofthetraditionsoftheunifiedsensibility.
ToSum up,inthewordsoffrankKermode,thepoetshenceforthbegan,‘tochargetheirthinking
withpassion,torestoretopoetryatruthindependentofthepresumptuousintellect.’


