
Q.Criticalappreciationof
‘AHorseandTwoGoats’
Ans:‘AHorseandTwoGoats’isashortstorywrittenbyacclaimedIndianwriterR.K.Narayan.
Thestorywasfirstpublishedin1960intheIndiannewspaperTheHindu.Itdidnotreachabroad
internationalaudienceuntilitwaspublishedagainin1970asthetitlestoryinNarayan’sshort
storycollection"AHorseandTwoGoatsandOtherStories."Thestoryappearedforathirdtime
in"UndertheBanyanTree,"anothervolumeofNarayan’sshortstoriespublishedin1985.

Thestoryisbasedonculturaldifferencesandshowshowtheyaffectpeople.AnAmericanwho
dreamsofgoingtoIndia,finallytravelstheretoasmallvillagethatwasmostlyforgotten.He
seesastatuethere.HelikesitanddemandsanoldIndianpresenttheretosellittohim.The
oldmanmisunderstandsandthinksthattheAmericanwantshisgoatsandthetwostarttoargue.
Howeverthetruthdawnsontheoldmanandtheysettleintoanagreement.
ThestoryissetinKritam,atinyvillagelocatedontheedgeofIndia.Themaincharacterand
protagonistofthestory,Muni,isshownaspooranddeprivedoldmanwhopreviouslyleda
prosperouslife,whichhasgonedown¬hill,leadingtohimandhiswifelivinginpoverty.Muniand
hiswifearetauntedbythevillagersasabarrencoupleastheyhavenochildren,andare
frownedupon,becauseeventhoughtheyarechildlessandmustonlysupportthemselves,they
stilllivearundownlife.Intherisingactionofthestory,Munibegshiswifetomakehim a
breakfastofdrumsticks.ShedecidestomakethisbreakfastaslongasMuniisabletofindthe
otheringredientsneeded.Muni’swifedoesnothavetheseingredientsinthehousenotthe
moneytobuythem,thereforeshesendsherhusbandoff,tellinghimthatadayoffastingwilldo
himgood.
Municontinuestohisusualspot,underneathalargeclaystatueofahorseandwarrior,wherehe
restsashisgoatsgraze.Unexpectedly,MuniisapproachedbyanAmericanmanwhohasjust
pulledoverinastationwagon.Munibecomesfrightenedastheman’s‘Khaki’colouredclothing
misleadsMunitobelievetheforeignasoldierorpoliceofficer.
Munitriestorunaway,howeverhisoldagerestrictshim andheisunabletomove.Thestranger
approachesMuniandgreetswith‘yes,no’.ThesetwowordsareasfarasMuni’sEnglish
vocabularyreaches.Theforeigner,whoinrealityisabusinessmanfrom NewYork,pullsouta
cigarette,lightsitandoffersittoMuni.Muniacceptsthisofferandthen,theAmericanpullsouta
businesscard.Munibecomesstartledatthisactionashebelievesthatthisisawarrantofsome
kind,thereforehestartsblabberingofhisinnocence.TheAmericanasksMuniquestionsabout
themarvelloushorsestatuewhichhebelievesthatitbelongstoMuni.Bothmenconverse,though
neitherunderstandswhattheotherissaying.ThislanguagebarrierleadstoMuni,reminiscing
abouthispast,thestatueandhischildhood,whiletheAmericanexplainstoMunihowhewillbe
rearranginghisfuniturebackinNewYork,toaccommodatethestatue.
Finallyafterthisstrangeconversation,theAmericanplacesahunderedrupeenoteintoMuni’s
hand.Munibelieveshehasjustsoldhisgoats,whiletheAmericanbelieveshehasjustpurchased
thestatue.TheAmericanmakeshisleavewiththehorsestatue,whileMunireturnshometohis
wife.Whenhearriveshomeandexplainstohiswifethatthemoneyhascomefrom theirsold
goats,sheisinfuriatedanddoesnotbelievehim.Muniisleftconfusedandthestoryendswith
thewifethreateninghimtogobacktoherparents.
Thestorythus showsculturaldifferences.BoththeAmericanandtheoldmanarequite
ethnocentricbyknowinglittleofeachother’sculturalbackgroundandbothkeeptalkingabout
differenttopics,notunderstandingawordofwhattheotheroneissaying.Thewritertriesto
conveythatcross-culturalknowledgeisimportantintheworldtoday.Weseehow different
thesetwopeoplearebywhattheyvalue.ForthewealthyAmerican,thestatueisnothingbut
prettydecoration,andthehundredrupeenotetheAmericanofferstheoldmanisoflittlevalue
tohim.
Muni,ontheotherhand,whoonlyownscopperandnickles,cannotevenaffordthepretty
dream ofhisbecausehedoesnothavethesmallamountoftwentyrupeesthatareneededfor
this.ThestatueofthehorseisnotadecorativeobjectforMuni.Asamatteroffact,Munivaluesit
forthespiritualimportanceofit.Thisshowshowwealthypeoplearequitematerialisticwhilethe
poorvaluethesmallthings.


