
Q.Whatisthethemeof'ParadiseLost'Book-I?

Ans:JohnMiltonwasamongthemostambitiousofpoets,andtherewasneveranydoubtthathe
wouldwriteanepicpoem.TheveryopeninglinesofMilton'sfamousepic 'ParadiseLost' states
thesubjectofthewholepoem:'Man'sfirstdisobedience'andtheconsequentfallofmanfrom
heaveni,e.theBiblicalstoryof'AdamUnparadised'.
TheBookIdealswiththestoryofanotherfall:thefallofSatanandhisfollowersfrom heaven
intothebottomlesspitofhelltosufferendlessly.Thebrightestofangels,proudandambitious,
disobeyedtheAlmightyandwaged'animpiouswar'inheaven.Hesufferedfrom 'asenseof
injuredmerit'andmisledalargenumberofangelstoaregicide.Satanandallhisfollowerswere
struckwiththunderbolt,andtheywerethrownintothedarkandfierypitofhell.
Thenarrativebeginswiththeirfall,withSatanregaininghisconsciousnesstodiscoverhimself
confinedinahelllikesituation.AsSatanfurtherdiscovershissecond-in-command,Beelzebub,
stilllyingunconsciousclosetohim,headdressesBeelzebubtobegintheprocessofremobilising
hisforcesforanewoffensive.BookIcontainsfivespeechesofSatanaddressedtoBeelzebub
andtheotherfollowerslyingdefeatedandscatteredallovertheburningpoolinhell.Wehave
Satan'sspeechandthefallenangelsreturntoconsciousness,re-assemble,andmarchinbattle
inresponsetothecalloftheirleader.ThenSatan'sarchitecturalbrigadebuilds'Pandemonium'
inhellwherethenewkingofhellsitswithhiscompatriotsin'asecretconclave'toworkoutthe
newmischief:totemptthelovedcreaturesofGod--Adam &Eve--todisobedienceandfall.Many
criticsraisedquestionsonMilton'sJustificationtheWaysofGodtoMan
SomecriticsbelievethatthepoetinsteadjustifiesthewaysofSatantomen,hehasnotjustified
thewaysofgodonthepoeticlevel.Miltonhastriedtodosothroughargumentswhichare
unconvincing.
Moreover,thepunishmentgiven to Adam and Eveisoutofproportion to theirsin of
disobedience. However,thejustificationofdivinewaysliesintherepresentationofAdam asa
freeagentandintherevelationoftheworkingofGod'sGraceattheend.

Q.WhoistheHeroof“ParadiseLost”Book-I?Elucidate.
Or
SketchthecharacterofSatanwithreferencetoBook1of'ParadiseLost'.

Ans:Itcannotbereadilyremarkedthatwhoistheherooftheepic'ParadiseLost'bysimply
readingabookortwo.Inthiscontext, themostfamousquoteabout 'ParadiseLost'isWilliam
Blake'sstatementthatMiltonwas"oftheDevil'spartywithoutknowingit."WhileBlakemayhave
meantsomethingotherthanwhatisgenerallyunderstoodfromthisquotation.But,theideathat
Satanisthehero,oratleastatypeofhero,in ParadiseLost iswidespread.However,the
progression,or,moreprecisely,regression,ofSatan'scharacterfrom BookIgivesamuch
differentandmuchclearerpictureofMilton'sattitudetowardSatan.

WritersandcriticsoftheRomanticeraadvancedthenotionthatSatanwasaPrometheanhero,
puttinghimselfagainstanunjustGod.Mostofthesewritersbasedtheirideasonthepictureof
Sataninthefirsttwobooksof ParadiseLost.Inthosebooks,Satanrisesoffthelakeoffireand
delivershisheroicspeechstillchallengingGod.Satantellstheotherrebelsthattheycanmake
"aHeav'nofHell,aHellofHeav'n" andadds,"BettertoreigninHellthanserveinHeav'n".
Satanalsocallsforandleadsthegrandcouncil.Finally,hegoesforthonhisowntocrossChaos
andfindEarth.Withoutquestion,thispictureofSatanmakeshimheroicinhisinitialintroduction
tothereader.
Besidesthese,SatanalsoappearsheroicbecausethefirsttwobooksfocusonHellandthefallen
angels.Thereader'sintroductiontothepoem isthroughSatan'spointofview.Miltontoo, gives
Satanthefirstsceneinthepoem. AfactthatmakesSatanthefirstempatheticcharacter.
Moreover,Milton'swritinginbook1andhischaracterizationofSatan,makethearchfiend
understandableandunforgettable.

ThesefactscertainlymakeSatanthemostinterestingcharacterinthepoem.Hemaybe,to
someextent,calledtheherooftheepic.ButthereaderhearsSatan'sversionfirstandthereader



isunawareoftheexaggerationsandoutrightliesthatarepartsofSatan'smagnificentspeeches.
Moreover,thereadercaneasilyoverlookthefactthatMiltonstates.Whateverpowersand
abilitiesthefallenangelshaveinHell,thosepowersandabilitiescomefrom God,whocouldat
anymomenttakethemaway.

Inessencethen,Milton'sgrandpoeticstylesetsSatanupasheroicinBooksIandII.The
presentationofSatanmakeshimseemgreaterthanheactuallyisandinitiallydrawsthereader
toSatan'sviewpoint.Further,becausealloftheothercharactersinthepoem —Adam,Eve,God,
theSon,theangels— areessentiallytypesratherthancharacters,Miltonspendsmoreartistic
energyonthedevelopmentofSatansothatthroughoutthepoem,Satan'scharactermaintains
thereader'sinterestand,perhaps,sympathy—atleasttoanextent.
NomatterhowbrilliantlyMiltoncreatedthecharacterofSatan,thechiefdemoncannotbethe
heroofthepoem.ForMilton,Satanistheenemywhochoosestocommitanactthatgoes
againstthebasiclawsofGod,thatchallengestheverynatureoftheuniverse.Satanattemptsto
destroythehierarchyofHeaventhroughhisrebellion.Satancommitsthisactnotbecauseofthe
tyrannyofGodbutbecausehewantswhat he wantsratherthanwhatGodwants.Satanisan
egoist.Hisinterestsalwaysturn on hispersonaldesires.Unlike Adam,who discussesa
multiplicityofsubjectswithRaphael,rarelymentioninghisowndesires,Satanseeseverythingin
termsofwhatwillhappentohim.Atrue Romanticherohastorebelagainstanunjusttyranny
inanattempttorightawrongorhelpsomeonelessfortunate.IfSatanhadbeenPrometheus,he
wouldhavestolenfiretowarmhimself,nottohelpMankind.
MiltonshowshisownattitudetowardSataninthewaythecharacterdegeneratesorisdegraded
intheprogressionofthepoem.Satanismagnificent,evenadmirableinBook1.Butthereviewof
otherbooksshowsthatheischanged.Inhissoliloquy,SatandeclaresthatHelliswhereverhe
himselfis.Awayform hisfollowersandallowedsomeintrospection,Satanalreadyrevealsa
moreconflictedcharacter.

Similarly,Satan'smotiveschangeasthestoryadvances.Atfirst,Satanwishestocontinuethe
fightforfreedom from God.Laterhismotiveforcontinuingthefightbecomesgloryandrenown.
Next,thetemptationofAdam andEveissimplyawaytodisruptGod'splans.And,attheend,
SatanseemstosaythathehasactedashehastoimpresstheotherdemonsinHell.This
regressionofmotivesshowshimquiteunheroic.

ThoughSatanisnotheroicin ParadiseLost,heattimesdoesborderontragedy.Ironically,
healso borderson comedy.Thecomicelementassociated with Satan derivesfrom the
absurdityofhisposition.Asarebel,hechallengesanomnipotentfoe,God,withpowerthatis
grantedhimbyhisfoe.GodsimplytoyswithSataninbattle. ButSatan'smotivesindestroying
thehumancouplemaybearguable,buttheeffectanditsimplicationsarenot.Satanbringsthe
humansdownandcausestheirremovalfrom Eden.Insodoing,healsoprovidesthewayto
salvationforthosehumanswhochoosefreelytoobeyGod.However,Satanprovidesnothingfor
himself.HelliswhereSatanisbecausehehasnowaytorejoinGod.Unlikehumanity,Satanand
theotherfallenangelshavealreadysealedtheirfates.Theylivealwayswiththeknowledgeof
Hell.

Intheend,SatancallstomindtheMacbethofShakespeare.Bothcharactersaremagnificent
creationsofevil.Bothareheroicafterafashion,butbotharedoomed.Botharefatalisticabout
theafterlife.SatanknowsthathemustremaininHellandfinallybothcreateakindofHell;
Macbeth'sonEarth,Satan'sintheuniverse.


